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Africa Centre for Doctoral Studies and Applied Research
in Collaboration with Pentecost University and
Green Communities International and under the Auspices of
3rd  International Conference on ESG and Sustainable Development 
of Africa (ICESDA 2026) 

P r e s e n t s

Workshop Chair: Aps. (Prof.) Joseph Ignatius Teye Buertey
Co-Chair: Prof. De-Graft Owusu-Manu

Wednesday 
21st Oct., 2026

Pentecost University 
Campus, Accra, Ghana

9:00am
Prompt

REGISTER TO BOOK YOUR SEAT!
Participation Fee: GhC 150 only
+233 (0) 243 555 882 |+233 (0) 244 720 730  |  +233 (0) 

546 245 325  |  +233 (0) 508 043 011

https://icesda.
greencommunitiesgh.
com/phd-doctoral-
workshop-and-
masterclass/

Theme:

Shaping Doctoral Research 
for Africa’s Green and Digital 
Transformation

The Scholar 
We Need: 

PhD/Doctoral 
Workshop
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The doctorate is changing. Today’s researcher is expected to do more than defend 
a thesis. They are asked to produce work that holds up to scrutiny, speaks to real 
problems, and reaches the people who can act on it, and to do all of this while 
new tools, from digital platforms to artificial intelligence, reshape how research is 
done. For a continent pursuing the Africa we want, the question is no longer only 
what we study, but whether our scholarship is equal to the moment.

This second ICESDA PhD and Doctoral Workshop is built around that question. 
Held the day before the main conference, it gives doctoral candidates, early 
career researchers, and their supervisors a focused space to think clearly about 
the craft and the politics of the research journey. Through keynote presentations, 
candidate presentations, and a candid panel discussion, participants will look at 
how to frame research that matters, how to navigate supervision, funding, and 
publishing, and how to use ESGS thinking and digital tools responsibly. The aim 
is practical. Participants should leave with sharper questions, useful contacts, 
and a clearer sense of how their work fits the wider project of green and digital 
transformation in Africa.

KEYNOTE PRESENTATIONS  
•	 From Research to Impact: Doctoral Scholarship for Sustainable and 

Inclusive African Development. Professor Kofi Busia, Pro-Vice Chancellor, 
Pentecost University

•	 Future-Ready Doctoral Research: Embracing ESGS, Digital Tools, 
and AI in the Modern PhD Journey. Aps. (Prof.) Joseph Ignatius Teye 
Buertey, Dean, Faculty of Built Environment, Science and Sustainability, 
Pentecost University 

•	 Rigour, Relevance, and Responsibility: Doctoral Research in the 
Age of Sustainability and AI. Prof. Humphrey Danso, Dean, School 
of Graduate Studies, University of Skills Training and Entrepreneurial 
Development, Kumasi 

ABOUT THE WORKSHOP
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HIGHLIGHTS

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS  

Prof. Kofi Busia
Pro-Vice Chancellor, Pentecost University
From Research to Impact: Doctoral 
Scholarship for Sustainable and Inclusive 
African Development

Aps. (Prof.) J. I. Teye Buertey
Dean,  Faculty  of  Bui l t  Environment, 
Pentecost University
Future-Ready Doctoral Research: 
Embracing ESGS, Digital Tools, and AI in the 
Modern PhD Journey

Prof. Humphrey Danso
Dean, School of Graduate Studies,USTED,
Kumasi
Rigour, Relevance, and Responsibility: 
Doctoral Research in the Age of 
Sustainability and AI
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PANEL WORKSHOP

Navigating the Politics of the PhD: Building Productive 
Supervisor and Student Relationships, Securing Funding, and 
Publishing for Impact

Topic:

Aps. (Prof.) J. I. Teye 
Buertey  ,Panel Chair, 
Pentecost University

Dr. Yao Yeboah

Pentecost University

Dr. Aba Obrumah Crentsil

Senior Research Fellow, 
Institute of Statistical, Social 
and Economic Research 
(ISSER), University of Ghana.

Prof. Emmanuel Bamfo-Agyei

Cape Coast Technical University

Prof Wellington Didibhuku 
Thwala, Walter Sisulu 
University
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WHAT TO EXPECT
	u Three keynote presentations
	u Doctoral candidate presentations
	u Expert panel discussion
	u Early career researcher talk
	u Masterclass and mentorship

TARGET AUDIENCE
	u All PhD Students across all fields
	u Early Career Researchers
	u Post Doctoral Students
	u MPhil/MSc Students
	u PhD Supervisors
	u Potential PhD Students
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WORKSHOP PROGRAMME
Time Session Facilitator / Speaker

9:00 to 9:30 Arrival and Registration Workshop Secretariat

9:30 to 9:35 Opening Prayer
Aps. (Prof.) Joseph Ignatius 
Teye Buertey

9:35 to 9:50
Welcome and Opening 
Remarks

Prof. Kwame Boasiako 
Omane-Antwi, Dean, 
School of Graduate Studies, 
Pentecost University

9:50 to 10:00
Setting the Scene: Aims 
and Flow of the Workshop

Prof. De-Graft Owusu-
Manu, Workshop Chair

10:00 to 10:30

Keynote 1. From Research 
to Impact: Doctoral 
Scholarship for Sustainable 
and Inclusive African 
Development

Prof. Kofi Busia, Pro-Vice 
Chancellor, Pentecost 
University

10:30 to 11:00

Keynote 2. Future-Ready 
Doctoral Research: 
Embracing ESGS, Digital 
Tools, and AI in the Modern 
PhD Journey

Aps. (Prof.) Joseph Ignatius 
Teye Buertey, Pentecost 
University

11:00 to 11:20
Snack and Networking 
Break

11:20 to 11:50

Keynote 3. Rigour, 
Relevance, and 
Responsibility: Doctoral 
Research in the Age of 
Sustainability and AI

Prof. Humphrey Danso, 
Dean, School of Graduate 
Studies, USTED, Kumasi

11:50 to 12:50

PhD Researchers’ 
Presentations (4 
candidates, 15 minutes 
each)

Selected Doctoral 
Candidates
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12:50 to 13:40 Lunch Break

13:40 to 14:40

Panel Workshop 
Discussion. Navigating the 
Politics of the PhD: Building 
Productive Supervisor and 
Student Relationships, 
Securing Funding, and 
Publishing for Impact

Chaired by Prof. Kingsley 
Opoku Appiah, co-chaired 
by Aps. (Prof.) Joseph 
Ignatius Teye Buertey, with 
the Panel Discussants

14:40 to 15:10 Open Forum and 
Wisdom Talk Mentors and Participants

15:10 to 15:25
Closing Remarks and 
Presentation of Certificates

Aps. (Prof.) Joseph Ignatius 
Teye Buertey (Chair) and 
Prof. De-Graft Owusu-
Manu (Co-Chair) 

15:25 to 15:30 Closing Prayer
Rev. (Dr.) Nanayaa Tina 
Owusu-Prempeh

For More Info

REGISTER TO BOOK YOUR SEAT!
Participation Fee: GhC 500 per participant (covers workshop 
materials, refreshments, and a certificate of participation). Timings 
are indicative and may be adjusted slightly on the day. 

Website: https://icesda.greencommunitiesgh.com/phd-doctoral-
workshop-and-masterclass/

+233 (0) 243 555 882  |  +233 (0) 244 720 730  |  +233 (0) 546 245 325  |  
+233 (0) 508 043 011
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